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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


For some months past Professor Walley has been 
trying to persuade the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons to devote some of their funds 
to the establishment of prizes or Scholarships. His 
object is to offer such an annual sum of money as 
will enable some of our best students to pursue 
scientific studies after they have obtained the di- 


ploma. The object is most praiseworthy, and the 


only difficulty is to produce a thoroughly practical 
and well organised scheme for carrying it out. At 
present our teaching is not sufficient to produce so 
high a standard of scientific men as we should like, 
and it is perhaps not advisable to raise the standard 
much higher for the average practitioner. A razor 
is not the fittest instrument for cutting stone, nor is 
the highest scientific knowledge the best equipment 
fora man who has to make a living as a general 
veterinary practitioner. There is, however, room 
for an increased number of veternarians possessing 
special knowledge and training as teachers and in- 
vestigators. ‘There is, too, a fair proportion of 
men capable of reaching this higher standard if the 
necessary money and opportunity for study were 
available. | What the Council now requires is some 
definite scheme by which they may offer these few 
capable men the means of continuing a scientific 
course. Our corporate funds will not allow at once 
of £100 a year being devoted to this matter. We 
must form a special fund and tuwards this the Coun- 
cil have agreed to annually set aside a sum of fifty 
pounds. Veterinary Societies and the richer men 
in the profession may, by donations, very materially 
hasten the day when provision can be made for a 
permanent Scholarship. It need not necessarily 
be an annual one, and possibly it could be sooner 
established if we gave it only every third or fourth 
year. To do any good the annual sum allowed 
should not be less than £100, and this, of course, 
would be subject to the holder working at some in- 
stitution where he could either perfect his own edu- 
cation or carry out some research of benefit to 
veterinary science. The points which require dis- 
‘cussion are—(1) How to get a_ sufficient fund. 
(2) How to select the recipient of our money. 
(3) At what institutions shall he spend his time. 
B On another page will be found an account of the 
town Animals’ Institution, which is under the 
management of the Senate of the University of 
ndon. _It is one of the places in which a veteri- 
hary graduate would find just what was requisite 
or his work and training to reach the higher 
Sclentific standard we so much want. It was 


founded for the study of diseases of animals in their 
relation to man, and for the gratuitous treatment of 
animals owned by poor persons. A Veterinary 
Surgeon forms one of the staff, and during the 
earlier days of the Institution was a resident officer 
who devoted as much time to the laboratory as to 
the hospital. For some reason this arrangement 
has been departed from, and the veterinary ap- 
pointment is held by a non-resident man who is a 
partner in one of the largest practices in London. 
If the Senate would allow this appointment to be 
one tenable for a year, and would also allow 
their choice to be limited to the selection of 
an occupant from two men nominated by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons our pro- 
fession would be the recipient of an inestimable 
favour, and our Council could make an annual 
pecuniary grant to the funds of the Institution. 
We, of course, have no claim on the Trustees of the 
Brown Institution, but it may be well urged that 
some such arrangement as this would carry out the 
founde:’s wishes in the spirit and the letter. 
Hygiene and pathology are sciences only capable of 
thorough elucidation when investigated in relation 
to the health and disease of animals as well as man. 
Research must be conducted by veterinarians as 
well as by physicians and surgeons; it must be 
condneted also on parallel and cumbined lines if the 
greatest results are wished for. If the Trustees of 
the Brown Institution could be induced to assist us 
by permitting their veterinary appointment to be 
made a stepping-stone for our best graduates they 
would .confer a boon on our profession, and, we 
venture to think, establish aclass of men who would 
soon render to comparative pathology and hygiene 
service not easily attainable by any other methods. 


Little is yet known in this country as to the action 
of Koch’s fluid upon Cattle. Even if it possessed a cura- 
tive action upon them it by no means follows that a useful 
field for the employment of the material exists. Tuber- 
culous disease in cattle is only logically to be met by the 
measures most effective for other contagious diseases, viz. 
isolation and slaughter. The value of Koch’s discovery as 
applied to tubercular animals depends upon the possibility 
of its being a reliable aid in diagnosis. In some animals 
we know that in certain doses no reaction follows its 
injection when tuberculous deposit does not exist, but the 
same dose causes very marked symptoms in the presence of 
tubercular disease. In cattle, diagnosis by physical ex- 
amination in the very earliest stages is impossible, and any 
agent would be invaluable that possessed the power of 
indicating early infection. Amongst our extracts is an 
account of some experiments which seem to indicate that 
Koch’s fluid possesses diagnostic effects in cattle, but we 
hear that trials on tuberculous cows, which have been 
made in the country, have shown only negative results. 
We have still to wait for evidence, and there seems no 
reason for too sanguine expectations. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


PARALYSIS IN A HORSE DUE TO A TUMOUR 
ON TITE SACRO-SCIATIC NERVE. 
By W. J. Moray, M.R.C.V.S. 


In the hope that the following few remarks may 
prove of interest to the readers of your valuable 
jonrnal I have been induced to forward them for 
insertion. 

Sometime ago I was called to see a white cob, 
aged, said to have been taken “suddenly ill.” When 
visiting the animal I found him sitting upon his 
haunches, apparently in good health. Pulse and 
temperature were normal. All attempts to make 
him stand upon his hind legs were useless. Could 
not obtain information as to injury having occurred. 
External and internal examination failed to reveal 
situation of lesion, The floor being asphalte it was 
probable he had slipped in the act of rising or 
turning, and in that way sustained injury. 

He was slung; a dose of aloes administered ; 
blisters applied to back and quarters. At expiration 
of eight days, as case had made no recovery, he was 
ordered to be destroyed. 

Post-mortem.—A tumour weighing seven ounces 
was discovered lying on the left sacro-sciatic nerve 
as it passes over the ilium. It did not appear to 
be connected with nerve but was firmly attached to 
the surrounding connective tissue between the 
muscles. Unfortunately it got lost, as its character 
would have been interesting. It should be added 
that the paralysis was more apparent in the same 
leg that the tumour affected. Owner informed me 
that he had never observed any previous lameness. 


« STOMATITIS PUSTULOSA CONTAGIOSA.” 
By J. W. Peart, M.R.C.V.S. Rockeorry, 


On January 8th I was requested by a client to ex- 
amine as to soundnesa, a coming-three year old colt. 
Client stated that he purchased the animal about 8 days 
ete y from a dealer (who came on the scene after 

had completed my examination, and given a cer- 
tificate). On opening the mouth of the animal I 
was surprised at the appearance presented by it ; 
scattered all over the mucous membrane of the lips 
and inferior surface of the tongue, were numerous 
angry looking ulcers, with profuse salivation; and 
on examining the outside of the lips, I discovered 
several of the ulcers there also; some of them be- 
ing raised above the level of the cuticle, sharply 
defined, end sealed over with a scab apparently. I 
was told the colt had not been feeding for some days 
before. I gave it as my opinion that he was suf- 
fering from “Stomatitis Pustulosa Contagiosa”; I 
explained the nature of the disease to my client, as 
the technical term seemed to mystify him. As I 
could not certify that he was sound at the time. the 
seller came to me and seemed quite indignant about 


it, saying that it was “another wonderful-named 
disease that Vets put in a certificate to blindfold the 
seller, and to assist purchasers to throw back horses 
on their hands”; he also said that he knew better 
than to say it (the disease) was infectious. I ha 
pened to remark to him that when he would have 
the colt in his stable for a few days, perhaps he 
would change his well-founded opinion. 

Nothing more transpired for a week afterwards 
when he came to me in a very excited state to say 
that all his horses were “smit” (as he called it) 
with that wonderful disease, and not alone his, but 
several of the neighbouring farmers’ horses as well; 
their owners having come from sheer curiosity to see 
his with the new disease. He admitted then that 
Vets knew something. I thought perhaps it would 
be interesting to some of the readers of The Veteri- 
nary Record to report these cases, as it appears to 
me the capability of this disease beiug disseminated 
through the medium of the human being was demon- 
strated in these instances. 

I may state that all these cases recovered in a few 
days with astringent washes to the mouth, and 
bran mash, 


PURPURA HASMORRAGHICA., 


Subject: Chestnut cart gelding, 10 years old. 

History: Was bought by the owner a fortnight 
previous to his attack, but before purchase had 
been on hire for two months. Eight weeks before 
he was taken ill he had had an attack of strangles, 
but this had passed away in its natural course, and 
sinde then he had been at work and appeared per- 
fectly well. For a fortnight after purchase he did 
very well, and on the morning before he fell ill 
met the carter driving him, and remarked on his 
good appearance. The carter then pointed out to 
me a slight swelling he had noticed on the off hind 
limb an hour or two previously. As it was hot 
weather, and the flies were very troublesome, ! 
thought it might be from the bite of one of these 
and it looked of little consequence. 

On the evening of that day the carter came ove! 
to me with the message that the horse was “swelling 
all over.” I went to see him immediately aud 
found it to be an undoubted case of Purpura. Both 
hind legs were an immense size, and there welt 
circumscribed enlargements on the two fore legs 
and abdomen ; the lips also were slightly swolle. 
The next morning the lips and nostrils were much 
larger, and his breathing was getting distressed; 
the swellings on body and limbs were also greater: 
the pulse was frequent and weak, and the appetite 
had entirely gone. Every now and again he w% 
uneasy, and moved slowly about the box and Jook 
around at his sides. The symptoms contiues 
gradually getting worse. until the evening of th 
fourth day when he died. seats 
The Treatment consisted, in the first place. 12 a 
ing a dose of Linseed Oil and Turpentine, ™ 
then when the swollen lips prohibited drenching, 


half-ounce doses of Chlorate of Potash were g'" 
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in the drinking water four times a day. This, 
with addition of giving plenty of fresh air, was all 
that wasdone. He could not be induced to take any- 
thing except water after the onset of the affection. 

Post-mortem Appearances: The abdominal cavity 
contained a large quantity of serous fluid, but the 
bowels were healthy with the exception of the 
duodenum. This, for about eighteen inches from 
the pyloric end of stomach, was very discoloured 
and thickened. On opening up this part I found 
the mucous membrane undergoing complete necrosis. 
The necrosed part was regularly mapped off from 
the living membrane; for the most part it 
was firmly attached to the sub-mucous tissue, but 
at some places could easily be torn away, 

Effusion must have taken place into the duode- 
num so as to produce this severe sloughing, and no 
doubt accounted for the griping pains noticed during 
the attack. The chest contained a very large 
vase of sanguineous fluid, and the pleural mem- 

ranes, on all sides, were covered with a reddish 
fibrinous exudate. 
M.R.C.V.S. 


THE ERADICATION OF SANDCRACK. 
By J. C. James, F.R.C.V.S., Thornbury. 


Many and varied are the methods employed in 
the treatment of sandcrack. Many excellent ap- 
aes have been invented by Veterinary Surgeons 

r the alleviation of pain in this lesion of the hoof and 
foot of the horse, so as to enable the animal to per- 
form the work demanded from him by his owner. 

Clamping, plugging with wood and other modes 
of treatment have been employed succesfully, but 
these are chiefly mechanical and palliative, and al- 
though the horse performs his work well and free 
from lameness, the sandcrack is not eradicated un- 
less other treatment is conjoined. 

Operative surgical treatment has been resorted to 
for the radical cure of this disease, viz., cutting out 
‘or stripping; ,the French operation of stripping; 
and the V shaped operation described by Professor 
Walley in the June number (1890) of the Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics. 

The operation of stripping I have performed success- 
fully, but the treatment I am about to describe is so 
simple and so succesful, that I have been induced to 
suggest it to my professional brethren, merely as an 
unit to that which is already known; and ask them 
to give it a fair trial before criticising it, and then I 
feel assured that their criticism will be favourable. 

erhaps the operation has already been performed 
by other veterinary surgeons and they have not re- 
corded it, or if yo, I have missed reading it. 

I have adopted this method of treatment for 
Several years with great success. It consists in 
cutting through the coronary secreting substance, an 
be a or a quarter of an inch above the extreme 
' = le upper limit of the crack. I use an ordinary 

in firing iron, heated as for firing. First have the 
‘ea off the coronet and plug or clamp the crack, 

rifthis is not practicable—from loss of horn, or 


other cause, it may be filled with tar dressing and 
bound up with tarred-string. Having secured the 
horse, have a couple of thin firing irons heated as for 
firing, and cut across about an eighth or a quarter 
of an inch above the extreme upper limit of the 
crack, well through the coronary secreting substance 
(at right angles to the crack) till you can see the 
white fibrous tissue beneath. Two or three quick 
strokes with moderate pressure will acccomplish 
this. The incision may be from an inch to one- 
and-a-half inches in length, and [ have never known 
any harm result therefrom. I then apply a blister 
and use some carbolized oil as an after dressing. 
On closely examining the incision made, a small 
dark spot will be seen in the divided part of the 
coronary secreting substance, which looks like de- 
generated tissue. The animal may require a few 
weeks’ rest, according to the severity of the case, 
but the cut will soon fill up and grow out, and if 
the crack is well clamped or plugged the horse will, 
in a few weeks, be able to resume wurk, and as new 


horn is formed and the hoof grows the sandcrack. 


will be eradicated. 

I have treated some very severe cases in this way 
with the most satisfactory results; and some of the 
horses were really useless, as the lesion was wide 
and deep, extending through the hoof into the sensi- 
tive lamine, and causing blood to ooze out at every 
step the animal made in progression. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


CUI BONO ? 
Proressor STEEL’s LAST ARTICLE, 


To every conscientious worker there come times 
of introspection and retrospection when the ques- 
tion arises—what has been the outcome of my 
efforts? Have I succeeded in carrying out the 
programme set before me at starting in a manner 
which may reasonably be considered  satisfac- 
tory? Is the world any the better for my efforts, 
and would it be any loss if my work were <0 cease ? 
Such moments of introspection occur, especially 
when some great change has taken place. or at times 
when a willing spirit is supported by the flesh in a 
weak condition, and when great efforts are apt to be 
terminated by «a momentary caprice, or as the 
outcome of a fit of gall. 

With the retirement of an Editor and the com- 
pletion of its eighth volume the QuARTERLY becomes 
particularly suitable for the cui bono consideration, 
more especially as it never has been in any way a 
financial concern, but it liabilities have always fallen 
on the Edltors and its upkeep has depended on a by 
no means excessive popular support, that given by 
the profession being necessarily utterly inadequate. 
Editorial labours of the Journal have always been 
of a strictly honorary character, and the expenses 
have been those of cost of production and diffusion 
--which have generally been about equal to the 
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income. Such being the case, the question nar- 
rows itself into two issues: Is the Journal useful 
to the profession in India? And are the Editors 
prepared out of pure zeal for the profession to con- 
tinue to perform their honorary, but at times labori- 
ous, work? There is every reason to suppose that 
such support as has been given in the past by subscrip- 
tion and pen will be forthcoming and that, although 
sometimes original clinical material may be scanty, 
there will never be a complete lack of mat- 
ter of Veterinary interest sufficient to fill ‘one 
number quarterly. We can still further simplify 


_ the issue by the assertion that the remaining Editor 


is prepared as hitherto to devote his best powers to 
the profession, and to keep the Journal going so 
long as he feels that thereby he is doing the profes- 
sion good service, although he is fully prepared at 
any time to retire in favour of any more able and ac- 
tive worker, or on the appearance of any Journal 
which will adequately succeed the QuarTERLy. 
Having borne the heat and burden of the day 
for eight years he will gladly receive the active 
co-operation of a co-editor serving in India. 

It remains, therefore, to consider whether or no 
the Journal is useful to the profession in India. 
When we look back upon the pre-quarterly days, we 
can recall how the only means of professional inter- 
communication was by means of one of the Home 
Journals, the Editors of which, not caring for Indian 
News and ill-understanding it, misspelt names and 
inserted trivial and important paragraphs alike. 
Here and there an able article from India appeared 
only to be skipped and looked on as so much 
“foreign trash” by the Home reader. Evans’ 
celebrated article on Surra, for example, was looked 
upon as so much worthless paddirg. Numerous 
and important labours of veterinary workers were 
never known to the profession; India, in veteri- 
nary as in other matters, was a grave for reputa- 
tions, good men came out here, laboured hard, their 
work was lost, and they either stayed here and were 
forgotteu entirely at Home, or they went Home and 
had to overcome the prejudice that every one who 
came from India was worn out and worthless. The 
Veterinary Surgeon out here had to depend for pro- 
fessional news on haphazard messages in letters from 
Home, or on the chance notices in a daily newspaper; 
changes of great importance to him frequently took 
place entirely without his knowledge. It was not 
at all realized what an amount of varied work is 
done by the profession in this country in matters 
other than the simple doctoring of horses, and not 
without surprise it dawned on the profession that in 
Animal-breeding Operations, Cattle Disease  re- 
pression. Transport Veterinary work, and other 
great and important matters its officers were materi- 
ally assisting the development of the great Indian 
Empire. This dawning was the outcome of publi- 
cation of the Quarterly. Dealing in the editorial 
of each issue with some grand professional topic it 
has succeeded in enlarging the mind of the public 
and the profession on matters veterinary, publish- 
ing in its columns reports which would otherwise 
have disappeared from public gaze it has enabled 


men working on the same subjects in different parts 
of India to co-ordinate their work and results, 

There is reason to believe that the opinion of the 
(Juarterly is held in esteem by certaip administra- 
tive authorities and has been a guide in certain 
lines of policy, thus not being without its effects on 
contemporary history and direct benefits conferred 
on and recognition of the Veterinary profession. 
The Journal may lay claim toa wider sphere of 
benefit than simply the Veterinary interests of the 
country for “ nil veterinarium a me alienum puto” has 
been its motto, and agriculture, transport, animal 
production and other large interests have been com- 
prised in its scope. 

Our Journal, further, seems to represent the pro- 
fession in journalism and is not inferior in get-up and 
matter to the majority of other professional periodi- 
cals brought out in India. Our list of Indian ex. 
changes is considerable, and we are constantly quo- 
ted by the daily and sporting press. 

Lastly, although a Gaastonty uecessarily has little 
value as a news medium, it has been at times to us a 
scurce of satisfaction to find men in remote parts of 
India, thanks to the Quarterly, as well up to the 
times in professional chit chat as men stationed at 
Aldershot and Dublin. Thus in this minor matter 
the Journal has not been a failure. 

Reviewing our raison d’etre—considering how 
things were before the Quarterly, considering the 
work our Journal has been enabled to do, and not 
unmindful of apparent sustained interest in the 
Journal, we have decided to continue its pro- 
duction and have concluded that its cessation 
would create a hiatus such as would not readily 
be filled. 


[This appeared as the Editorial Article in the last 
number of the “Indian Quarterly Journal ” and fairly 
reflects the conscientious optimism of the man. | 


THE BROWN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. Victor Horsley has resigned the position of Pro- 
fessor- Superintendent of the Brown Institution in con- 
sequence of the pressure of other work. The post, 
which is a pathological one. has not yet boen declared 
vacant, but will, no doubt, shortly be advertised. Among 
probable candidates, the names of Mr. Walter Spencer, 
M.S., who has worked at the institution for the last three 
years, Dr. Sidney Martin, Dr. Ruffer, Dr. Wright, and 
Dr. Sherrington, Lecturer on Physiology at St. Thomas 
Hospital, have been mentioned. ; 

At this period of change of directorship it may be 1- 
teresting to review the circumstances under which the 
institution was founded, as well as the scientific and 
hospital work which it has been the means of advancing 
since its foundation. 

The institution was founded, under the trusteeship ° 
the University of London, by means of money left by the 
late Mr. John Brown. a citizen of London, who col 
ceived the very far-reaching idea of founding a labora- 
tory for the investigation and study of the diseases 
cidental to the domestic animals more especially, 
which he added a hospital wherein the animals of po 
people, who were unable to pay for veterinary advice, 
should receive treatment without charge, save a 
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one for drugs. For the fulfilment of the work of the 
institution a professor was appointed who should direct 
the staff of the institution, and be responsible for the work 
in the laboratory and hospital, the efficient service in the 
latter being secured by the appointment of a veterinary 
surgeon. The position of Professor-Superintendent has 
now been held by Dr. Burdon Sanderson, Dr. Greenfield, 
Dr. Roy, and Mr. Horsley, while the veterinary sur- 
mcy has been occupied by Messrs. Duguid, Ban- 
a Garside and Ernest Batt. 
In the laboratory since 1884 there has been an annual 
_average of thirteen workers engaged in original research, 


-and the result has been a considerable accumulation of 


valuable scientific and practical knowledge, most of which 
has been published in the columns of the British Mepr- 
caL JoURNAL, orin the Philosophical Transactions and 
Proceedings of the Royal Society, the Local Government 
Board Reports, and other scientific journals. Since 1884 
Dr. Klein has made a large series of well-known investi- 


ations into scarlet fever, vaccinia, diphtheria, anthrax, 


etc. Here also Dr. Wooldridge carried out the bril- 
liantly original investigations into the chemistry of 
the blood and tissues, which were cut short so prema- 
turely by his early death. Mr. Lingard, who has since 
been appointed Director of the Indian Government 
Bacteriological Institute at Poona, made during the 
same period an extensive study of typhoid fever, tuber- 
culosis, anthrax, and especially noma and spreading gan- 

ene. Dr. Cash. now Professor of Therapeutics in the 
University of Aberdeen. made the greater part of his in- 
investigations in the laboratory of the institution. Many 
original investigators have carried out researches there 
besides those mentioued : Mr. Dowdeswell, Dr. Money, 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Ballance, Dr. Edmunds, Mr. Watson 
Cheyne, Dr. Mott, Dr. Semon, Mr. Wright, Mr. Shat- 
tock, Mr, Jessett, Dr, McFadyean, Dr, Tooth, Dr. Ruf- 
fer, Dr. Evans, and others. Mr. Clarke has made re- 
searches into the cause of “roaring” in horses, with 


considerable success in ameliorating the condition. Since 


1885 Dr. Beever has been engaged, in conjunction with 
Mr. Horsley, in the minute analysis of motor representa- 
tion in the cortex cerebri and internal capsule—anot only 
of the lower monkeys but also of the orang—as well as 
other investigations, the expenses of these researches, 
like many of those referred to above, being defrayed in 
part by the Scientific Grants of the British Medical 
Association. Many other researches have been carried 
on, as the pathological changes of function and struc- 
ture of the central nervous system, especially in epi- 
lePsy, and obseevations have been 
y . Horsley on the path 
Mr. Spencer has for several years investigated the 
pathological material made and the test inoculations, 
and with Mr. Horsley has, during a long period, been en- 
gaged in the investigation of the results of intracranial 
pressure and compression of the brain, and allied work. 
Pathological material has been, and is being, con- 
raga! Sent to the institution by private individuals, 
€ police, and other Government authorities, for ex- 
amination and report. ; 
original researches have been carried out as to recog- 
of rabies, foot-and-mouth disease, and numerous 
for the Agricultural Department, and 
Beard mince appointed by the Local Government 
rd to inquire into M. Pasteur’s treatment of rabies. 
Gaon in a few cases the expenses of these researches for 
Thment departments were defrayed, the institution 
ay received any direct support from the Govern- 
rapes. ut has provided for the work performed within 
—— out of its own foundation. 
wok rae seen from the above slight sketch that the 
, rh © institution is one of considerable and grow- 
img importance in the scientific world, and we shall 


therefore await the selection of Mr. Horsley’s successor 
with very great interest. From the terms of the 
founder’s bequest, it is evident thatthe duties of the 
Professor-Superintendent—namely, the investigation 
and study of diseases—are those which belong to the 
province of pathology, and, in accordance with this view, 
the previous elections to the post have been invariably 
made. It is also of great importance that the head of 
such an instiution should be one capable of assisting 
and appreciating other workers in the same field who 
desire to avail themselves of the opportunities afforded 
by it, while he should possess such discrimination and 
firmness as to enable him to prevent its resources from 
being wasted upon investigators incapable of doing them 
justice or advancing science. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, the difficulty which might be feared in finding a 
candidate combining all these necessary a, we 
have no doubt that from among those offering them- 
selves on the present occasion, the committee will be 
able to select one who will fulfil the aspirations of all 
who desire the progress and prosperity of the institu- 
tion.—Brit. Med. Journal. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
HYGIENE. 


The first of the Sections of this Congress to com- 
plete its organisation and issue its programme is 
that of the “ Relation of the Diseases of Animals to 
those of Man ’”’—a subject which has of late achieved 
considerable development in view of the recent dis- 
coveries of Dr. Koch, and the discu sion with regard 
to tuberculosis, which has culminated in the appoint- 
ment of a Royal Commission to inquire into the 
subject. 

The Section proposes to consider, amongst other 
subjects, the Infectious, Contagious, Parasitic, and 
other Diseases communicable from animals to man, 
and vice versd ; the methods of the propagation of 
diseases affecting mankind by means of animals 
and animal products: the infection of meat, milk, 
and other comestibles, and the restrictions to be 
placed upon the sale of infected food and the move- 
ment of infected animals. 

The President of the Section will be Sir Nigel 
Kingscote, K.C.B., aud the Vice-Presidents will be 
Prof, G. T. Brown, C.B., and Dr. E, Klein, F.R.S. 
They will be assisted by a Council containing, 
amongst other members, Dr, Mdward Ballard, F.R.S.; 
Dr. Edgar Crookshank; Professor James McCall, 
F.R.C.V.S., Professor John McFadyean, M.B., B.Sc., 
F.R.S.E.; Dr. George Fleming, C.B.; Mr. J. T. 
Reeves, representing the Company of Grocers, which 
has for a considerable period made munificient 
grants in aid of scientific research; Shirley F. 
Murphy, M.R.C.S., Medical Officer of Health for the 
County of London ; Dr. J. Burdon Sanderson, F.R.S.; 
Sir John Thorold, Bart.; Dr. George Turner; and 
Sir Jacob Wilson. The Sevretaries of the Section 
are Mr. W. Duguid, F.R.C.V.S.; Dr. G. Sims Wood- 
head. F.R.S.E.; and Mr. Ernest Clarke, Secretary of 
the Royal Agricultural Society of England, to the 
last-named of whom communications relating to the 
Section may for the present be addressed, at 12 
Hanover Square, London, W.—The Lancet. 
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HORSE DOCTORS DIFFER. . 


Last week the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals noted a horse, being worked by 
a carter, Charles Kutherford, while it was lame on 
the right fore-leg. At the Police Court on 
Wednesday morning he pleaded not guilty«to the 
charge. The officers of the Society submitted their 
evidence, and were followed by Mr. Reid, veteri- 
nary surgeon, and Inspector of the Leith Slaughter- 
house, who said he examined ohe horse and found it 
lame, the tendons of the right fore-leg being swol- 
len. After several witnesses, including a veteri- 
nary surgeon, had been examined for the defence, 
Professor W. O. Williams, addressing the Court, 
said there was a tyrannical body of men going about 
who were totally inexperienced in the management 
of horses. First of all they did not know what 
lameness or suffering was. If they found an ani- 
mal going short on one leg they said it was suffer- 
ing pain. If a man had a stiff neck and put his 
head on one side that did not mean that he was 
suffering pain. These men said that the horse was 
lame from asprained tendon. He said the’ horse 
had the cleanest tendons of any horse in the 
stable, and he held they were now prosecuting on 
the wrong horse. 

The Magistrate said he had no hesitation in decid- 
ing that the officers of the Society found the horse 
labouring under some defective leg, and working 
under pain. They had the very best of evidence, 
and none of the defence witnesses had the ex- 
perience of Mr. Reid. Professor Williams : Excuse 
me, sir, I have more experience than Mr. Reid. 
(Laughter). The Magistrate remarked that he 
had a great experience of horses himself in their 
public stables, and Rutherford was ordered to pay 
10s. or suffer seven days’ imprisonment.—The Leith 
Burghs Pilot. 


SCAB IN IRELAND, 


CERTIFCATES. 


At the Wexford Petty Sessions on Wednesday before 
Col. Miller, a case of unusual importance came on for 
hearing. Much interest was evinced in the proceedings. 
Richard Richards, Parnell Street, was prosecuted at the 
suit of Head Constable Leonard for having on the 6th 
January, unlawfully brought, sent, or caused to be sent, 
to the port of Wexford for shipment one diseased sheep. 
Mr. M. J. O'Connor for the complainant, and the de- 
fendant was represented by Mr. Huggard. When the 
case was called, Mr, O’Connor said he did not know what 

int Mr, Huggard was going to give evidence on. Mr. 

uggard said he had no objection to tell his point. But 
he had summoned two eminent Dublin veterinary sur- 
geons in this case, Mr. Lambert and Mr. Lawlor, and 
owing to an accident on the railway they had not yet 
been able to reach Wexford. He asked that the case 
should stand over until they were in attendance. 

Mr. O’Connor said he was going to argue the question 


whether Mr. Huggard can produce evidence or not, 
They could decide that in three moments. The sec. 
tion of the Act on which he relied, was the 51st section, 
which says—“ The certificate of the veterinary inspector 
to the effect that the animal is or was suffering from a 
disease shall, for the purpose of this Act, be conclusive 
evidence in all courts of justice.’ What he proposed to 
do was to produce the certificate of the veterinary in- 
spector, and ask them to convict the defendant for the 
offence for which he was charged in the summons. And 
he would further submit they had no defence or right to 
gainsay that certificate. . 

Mr. Huggard said it was the first time he had ever 
heard it argued in a court of law that a prisoner should 
be prevented from making a defence in a case. No 
doubt this was to save the trouble and expense of bring- 
ing the inspector into court. If there was no defence 
in the case it would be prima facie evidence that the de- 
fendant was guilty. But in this case he had abundant 
and overwhelming evidence that the sheep was not dis- 
eased. In that case, was it to be said that on the mere 
ipse dixit of some inspecter that a man was to be found 
guilty of this very serious charge? He would prove be- 
yond yea or nay the falsity of the certificate, and that 
the defendant was as innocent as any man could be of 
the offence with which he was charged. 

Mr. O’Connor—lIf the certificate is false he has his 
remedy. I submit that the certificate which we shall 
produce is conclusive evidence. I produce first of all 
the warrant under which Mr. Charlton is appointed, and 
then the certificate. If he has issued a certificate that 
is false the defendant has his remedy. 

Col. Miller—I have consulted with my colleagues, and 
I believe it would be contrary to fair play, not going in- 
to law at all, not to hear the defence. Mr. O’Connor— 
lam instructed bp the veterinary department of the 
Privy Council to rely upon the certificate. Col. Miller 
—You «know, Mr. O’Ceonnor, if what I say is incorrect 
according to law, it can be set right. 

At this stage the case was allowed to stand over for 
the attendance of the witnesses for the defence. When 
they came into court it was proceeded with. Mr. 0’Con- 
nor said the point was a very important one both as 
regards the complainant and defendant, and he was 
satisfied if they had any doubt upen the matter that 
case should be stated before they went any further. 
They could afterwards go into the evidence. Col. Mil- 
ler—I think that is right. 

Mr. O’Connor—It is a very important point, and there 
aie several reasons why it should be tested. Mr. Hug- 
gard—We have no objection to having a case stated, but 
we must go through the form. Then there is this pre- 
liminary objection. 

Col. Miller—The preliminary objection is this : in the 
face of the certificate from the veterinary inspector we 
have no right to go into rebutting evidence. Mr. 0’Con- 
nor then read the order in Council, which was duly 
published on the 31st May. 1880, by the Lord Lieutenant 
acting under the advice of the Privy Council, which was 
to the effect that it would not be lawful for any perso 
to bring or send, or cause to be sent, any diseased al 
mal to any port for shipment. Now, the charge against 
the defendant in this case was that he did, in contravel- 
tion of that order, bring a diseased sheep for shipment 
to the port of Wexford on the 16th of January. 

Head constable Leonard produced the warrant 4p 
pointing Mr. Charlton Portal Inspector. and the Order 
in Council of the 31st May, 1880. He also produced 
the certificate made by Mr. Charlton on which the 
prosecution was based. 

Mr. O’Connor read the certificate, in which Mr. Chat 
ton stated that the sheep was affected with a diseas? 
known as “sheep scab.” He gave the certificate to 
produced as evidence in all courts of justice, pursuant t 
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the provisions of the Contagious Diseases Animals Act. 
Head constable Leonard, in reply to Mr. O’Connor, said 
he was aware that Mr. Charlton had been appointed on 
the warrant (produced). He had given him (witness) 
the certificate for the purpose of this case. Mr. O’Con- 
nor—This is all I have to prove, except that the sheep 
was sent by Mr. Richards. the defendant. Col. Huson— 
Does he acknowledge the sheep? Mr. Huggard—Yes ; 
I am not going to raise any frivolous objections. We 
at once admit that the sheep was sent by us for ship- 
ment, 

Mr, O’Connor—Before Mr. Huggard speaks, I wish to 
object formally to any evidence being received by you in 
this case te rebut any matter or in reference to any matter 
stated in the certificate. Will you take down my objec- 
tion? Col. Miller—Yes. 

Mr. Huggard said it would be contrary to the charac- 
ter and constitution of the Government of the country, 
when a man is charged with an offence, that he would 
not be allowed to go into a defence, or to say he was in- 
nocent of the charge. He was there on behalf of 
the defendant, aud had a right to state the case. 

Colonel Miller—The bench are unanimous in hearing 
the evidence. Mr. O’Connor—Taking my objection ! 
‘Col. Miller—Yes. 

Mr. Huggard—My case is that on the 6th January 
the defendant brought a sheep with a number of other 
sheep to the Portal Inspection yard prior to shipment. 
All the sheep were inspected by Mr. Charlton, and with 
the exception of this one, they were all allowed to go 
away, although they had been in contact. After giving 
a hasty glance at the sheep in question, he {sent it in 
charge of the police to Mr. Malone’s yard to be slaugh- 
tered. Mr. Charlton, knowing that in this case there 
was a question at issue, does not venture to get into 
the box 

Mr. O’Connor—Acting on my advice. 

Mr. Huggard—I don’t careon whose advice—he does’nt 
venture to gointo that box tc prove the truth of the 
certificate which he gave, because he is afraid of the test 
of examination. But Mr. Malone, who is also a most 
respectable veterinary surgeon in this county—in fact 
one of the most experienced—saw the sheep at once, and 
saw it was not affected with scab in anyway. He 
brought it into his yard, took it next day up to Dublin 
in a crate, and submitted it to two of the most eminent 
veterinary surgeons in Ireland. These were Mr. Lam- 
bert and Mr. Lawlor, men of the highest qualifications 
and had great experience in “scab.’”? But these gentle- 
men gave certificates under cheir own hand that thesheep 
was not diseased in any way. Mr. Malone then brought 
the sheep home and kept it in his own yard. The sheep 
remains In town yet, and was not treated at any time for 
scab. Mr. Malone also brought down his brother from 
Gorey, who had great experience in “scab,” having had 
a thousand sheep under his examination at Coolgreauy. 
The sheep to-day is as sound as ever it was. For that 
the defendant is sought to be mulcted ina penalty on 
the mere certificate of Mr. Charlton. 

Richard Malone, examined for the defence, deposed— 
I am a veterinary surgeon of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, London. I am practising for thirteen 
years and hold the position of inspector to the local au- 
thority, _In the course of my experience, 1 have nearly 
every da F ; + 

ery day in the week examined and treated sheep affected 
with scab. When this sheep in question was handed 
over to me I kept it for a few days, and then brought it 
4 to Dublin to be examined by Mr. Lambert and Mr. 

Wlor, Both gave me certificates that the sheep was 
mn, in every way. I then brought back the sheep 
ps bres it for about two days afterwards. It was not 
b uM in any way for scab from the time it was stopped 
4 oe Charlton until it was again handed over to Mr. 

ds. I saw it again last Sunday and examined it 


carefully and microscopically, but could not find any 
trace of parasite whatever. Had the sheep been affected 
on 6th January and not treated since it would now be 
covered over and in a very bad state. Scab parasite in- 
creases very rapidly in sheep, and it is an intensely con- 
tagious disease. I an positive and clear that the sheep 
had no scan on the 6th January. By the Bench—This 
was the same sheep that was sent to you in the yard that 
you brought up to Dublin? Yes; 1 swearthat. Mr. 
O’Connor—Are you aware that you aie liable to six 
months’ imprisonment for bring‘ug it,up! We will test 
the case now. Witness—I don’t think so, when the 
sheep was not diseased. 

Thomas Dunville Lambert deposed—I am a veterinary 
surgeon, and reside and practice in Store Street, Dublin 
I have a good deal of experience as a veterinary surgeon 
for over thirty years. I am also reteree for the Royal 
Dublin Society, and any disputes between veterinary 
surgeons are referred to me, but I am happy to say very 
few occur. Iremember Mr. Malone bringing a sheep 
to me on Monday, 12th January. I examined the sheep 
very carefully, and found no trace of parasite or any 
disease whatever. The animal was perfectly free from 
any disease, and very clean in both wool and skin—in 
fact, I never saw a cleaner sheep. 

P. A. Lawlor deposed—I am a veterinary. surgeon, of 
16 Westland Row, Dublin. I am inspector of the 
South Dublin Union, and also inspector of rams for 
the Dublin Show. I had considerable apenas of 
sheep scab, On the 12th inst. Mr. Malone brought me 
to Harcourt Street terminus to examinea sheep. I ex- 
amined it carefully and thoroughly, and in my opinion 
it had no disease whatever. 

Mr. Huggard—As a matter of fact, If the sheep had 
scab on the 6th, and not dressed up to this, would it be 
seriously affected ? Oh, yes. The disease would have 
spread over the body by this time. Mr, O’Connor— 
Are you an inspector under the Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act? Yes, but I am not a portal inspector. 

James Malone deposed—I am a veterinary surgeon 
residing and practising in Gorey for the past 4 years. 
I hold the position of inspector in the division of Gorey, 
and I have treated a couple of thousand cases of sheep 
scab up there. He understood the disease thoroughly, 
and attended in court at several prosecutions. I ex- 
amined the sheep my brother had on Tuesday very care- 
fully and microscopically, and could find no disease 
whatever. Ifthe sheep was affected on the 6th Jan- 
uary and since, it would now be all covered with scab. 

Colonel Miller—If it was would it be possible with 
skilful treatment to cure it since then? Yes, if it was 
only slightly infected. 

Mr. O’Connor—It is only right for me to say, in jus- 
tice to Mr. Charlton, that the sheep was also inspected 
by Mr. Browne, another veterinary surgeon in town, 
but I don’t produce him, because I don‘t think it is 
necessary. 

Colonel Miller (after a consultation) said it was one 
of those cases that should be cleared up, as it struck him 
as being most extraordinary. He believed it would be 
contrary to the principles of fair play and justice—he 
didn’t say law—-wbhen a man was charged with a serious 
offence, not to allow him to bring any evidence to acquit 
himself. Under the circumstances they had decided to 
dismiss the summons without prejudice, and state a case 
on the point. Mr. Huggard asked that the case should 
be dismissed on the merits. Mr. O’Connor said they 
could’nt dismiss it on the merits, as he hadn’t produced 
any evidence. Mr. Huggard said if there was to bea 
case stated it must come fully before the court. Colonel 
Miller said he was for dismissing it on the merits, but 
the majority of the bench where in favour of dismissing 
it without prejudice. The case was accordingly dis- 
missed without prejudice.—The People. (Wexford). 
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1875, he obtained the Coleman Silver Medal 
and the Spooner Gold Medal, in those’ days 
the only rewards existing. He at once entered 
the Army where he “served the brief period 
of nine months. At this time a vacancy oc- 
curred on the Staff of the R.V.C., and Steel was in- 
vited to fill the post of Demonstrator of Anatomy; 
after a sharp struggle between a love for the Army 
and what he regarded as bis duty he surrendered in 
favour of the latter. He had long before this 
shaped the course which he purposed pursuing in 
life, and had determined to devote himself entirel 
to furthering the knowledge of the profession. It 
was at this time, when struggling between duty and 
affection, that in a letter to the writer of this notice 
he quoted those beautiful lines of Longfellow— 


« Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time.” 


Steel’s whole life was guided on these lines; the 
poem appeared to him to clearly define his line 
of action, and to the last any work he did was 
alluded to as “ footprints.” 

He remained at the Royal Veterinary College 
from 1875 to the end vf 1880 when. owing to a 
great disappointment he experienced in promo- 
tion, he resigned his appointment. 

During these years of College teaching he made 
a host of friends; his enthusiasm in his work, 
modesty, and kindness of manner, the pains he 
took in imparting instruction, his sterling integrity, 
and his hatred of meanness, rendered him the most 
loveable of men, as he was also the most sincere of 
friends. Of the hundreds of students who passed 
through his hands none will be able to call to 
maind any act but that of kindness and unselfishness. 

He was not a good lecturer, a certain hesitancy in 
delivery detracted from his style, but his know- 
ledge was deep, and his earnestness and clearness 
fully compensated for his oratorial defect. 

His earliest writing was produced at the R.V.C. 
being the “Outlines of Equine Anatomy,” a book 
which at that time filled a huge void in Veterinary 
literature, and was welcomed by hundreds of stu- 
dents who until that time had to depend entirely 
upon M.S. notes. With an energy and resolution 
which were characteristic of the man he set to work 
tu re-arrange and catalogue the museum of the 
R.V.C., there was no catalogue of this excellent col- 
lection until Steel undertook the leviathan task. 
Much material was also added to the Museum by him 
loth anatomical and pathological, but especially the 
former. The “Veterinarian” whose sluggish exis- 
tence was a standing reproach to the Institution 
which carried it on, received a new lease of 
life, Steel’s principal contributions being excerpts 
from foreign Veterinary periodicals. He was 
also at this time engaged in collecting material 
for his book on Diseases of the Ox; A Veterinary 
Botany (which unfortunately never saw the light) 
was partly written; the student’s Veterinary Medi- 
cal Society received a large share of his attention 
aud energy, and his private classes, so long % 
they lasted, were well attended; all this wa 


EXPERIMENTS ON CATTLE WITH ~ 
KOCH’S FLUID. 


Professor Bo.ttincEerR. of Munich, gives (Miinch. med. 
Wochenschr., January 13th, 1891) a summary of some ex- 
periments with Koch’s fluid made in the Veterinary In- 
stitute at Dorpat by W. Gutmann on three tuberculous 
cows. The disease was diagnosed partly by physical 
examination, partly by the presence of tubercle bacilli 
in the bronchial mucus and in the milk, and partly, by 
changes in the lymphatic glands. Relatively large 
doses were employed, 0°1 g. being injected into one ani- 
mal, 02 g. into a second, and 0.3 g. intoathird. The 
injections were made behind the shoulder-blade. The 
temperature was taken every hour on the day of the in- 
jection and the following day and night. In all three 
animals the temperature begar. to rise about eleven hours 
after the injection. The reaction corresponded to the 
amound of the remedy exhibited, the maximum attained 
in the first animal being 40° C., in the second 40°89, and 
in the third 41-79, The duration of the three cases was 
four, nine, and ten hours respectively. In the first cow 
another injection of 0°3 g. was given four days after the 
first ; reaction came on in from eleven to twelve hours 
and lasted four hours. In all three animals during the 
febrile period there was some difficulty of breathing and 
loss of appetite, but the next day they took their food 
well and rumination was active as usual, No rise of 
temperature followed the injection of 03 g. in two 
healthy bulls which were used as “control” subjects. 
Twenty-four hours after the injection they were slaugh- 
tered and all the organs were found to be perfectly nor- 
mal. Gutmann, therefore. concludes that Koch’s 
remedy is a most valuable aid to diagnosis in the case of 
cattle suspected of tubercle. In this view Professor 
Bollinger agrees with him.—Brit. Med. Journal. 


A Correction 
The Annual Meeting of the Lancashire V.M.A., 
on Friday, Feb. 6, is to be held at The Victoria 
Hotel, Manchester; not Victoria Hall as printed 
last week. | 


Obituary. 


PROF. JOHN HENRY STEEL, F.R.C.V.S..F.Z.5. 
or THE University, BomsBay, 


As regretfully notified in our columns of last 
week, death has removed from the veterinary profes- 
sion one of its youngest and brightest ornaments. 

John Henry Steel was born in 1855 and was 
not quite 36 years of age at the time of his death, 
which occured at Bombay on the 8th of January. 
From his earliest days he evinved a passion for 
work, carrying off at school most of the coveted 
pre The son of an eminent and popular Army 

eterinary Surgeon, he at once adopted his father’s 
professiun, entering the Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden ‘Town, in the year 1872. Here his zeal, 
ability, studious habits, and kindness of heart won 
for him a host of friends, who admired and appre- 
ciated his modest bearing and profound intellect. 
His Vollege career was au unmarred success, it was 
clear to all observant men that John Steel was in- 
tended for something ,above the ordinary, and at 
every examination he carried with him the hearty 
good wishes of his fellow students. 

At the termination of his studentship in 
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in addition to his ordinary duties as Demon- 
strator, and was supplemented by his own studies in 
preparing for the London University examination 
in Science. How the man ever did the work is a 
marvel to those who really knew the many irons he 
had in the fire. Steel at this time did not neglect 
his health, he was an excellent football player, and 
those who knew least of him in the dissecting room 


had an oppoitunity of cultivating his friendship in 


the field, I say friendship, for Steel was a hearty 
companion without an atom of “side.” and the 


most diffident man felt at home in his company. 
It was a heavy blow to the School at Camden 
Town wher. his feeling of self-respect dictated 


that it was his duty to resign, after experiencing the 


bitter disappointment of seeing abolished the Pro- 
fessorship of Anatomy which he had _ been 

romised, He never forgot this treatment, though 
he rarely alluded to it.* Before leaving the College 
he reveived from thestudents a handsome recognition 
of his services to them, it may interest those who 


subscribed tg this memento to know that though a 


singularly reticent and careless man in all affairs 
concerning himself, he placed the highest value on 
this token of the students’ esteem, and wore it to the 
day of his death. 


n 1881 he again entered the Army, and during 


this year,in conjunction with Mr. Banham, developed 
a Veterinary Congress from which the National Veter- 
inary Association has arisen. This represented an 
enormous amount of work which lasted formonths; he 
used to tell in after years a rather good story in con- 
nection with the subject ; an officer in the A. V.D.,who 


probably through absence abroad was not aware of 


his active participation in its organization, once said 
to him “I suppose Steel you did not go to that thing 
they called a Congress.” 


In 1881 he produced his work on the Diseases of 


the Ox, a book in which he laid no pretence to 
originality. Steel’s views were these—‘I admire 
original work, but a vast amount of material lies scat- 
tered through the pages of veterinary literature which 
needs bringing together for the benefit of the pro- 
fession, at present it is wasted; by collecting this I 
am performing a real service, and saving from ob- 
scurity valuable records. Sounder practical work 
has been done in this country than abroad, and my 
object is to focus the views of British Veterinary 
Surgeons, and deal as little as possible with Conti- 
nental ones.” 

Only a few weeks before his death, in his preface 
to the “Diseases of the Camel,” exactly the same 
views are expressed. 

I have aimed at “holding a mirror up to nature,” 
I have painted Cameline Pathology “with all its 
warts,” for I believe that by making the utmost of 
what we do know, by systematic arrangement. and 
by scientific expression, I best prepare the subject 
for future advances.” This is probably the last 
preface he ever wrote. None of us can fail to realize 
the truth and accuracy of these views. 


* We believe that Steel did not hold the Governors of the 


Egliees in the slightest degree responsible for this breach of 


The Year 1882 saw him in India where he 
was..immediately impressed by the utter want, 
outside the Army, of anything approaching 
Veterinary Science; an untrodden field lay before 
him, and schemes were prepared to bring the 
matter before the notice of the public which 
he carried out to the day of his death. The first 
great scheme was establishing a means of recording 
Veterinary progress in India, and ventilating the 
views of the profession in a country which depend- 
ed for its existence entirely on agriculture, hence 
was started «The Quarterly Journal of Veterinary 
Science in India.” ‘The labour and expense of its 
production was heavy, for a long time it never paid 
half its cost, but much valuable matter was pro- 
minently brought to light, and the Government of 
India at least cannot shelter itself behind the 
plea of ignorance in respect of the enormous animal 
losses occurring in that vast Continent from Epizoo- 
tic diseases. It was on this point that Steel felt 
most strongly, it was quite clear that European 
Veterinary skill could not live under the conditions 
essential for the proper investigation of disease and 
its suppression, and that nothing was left but to 
educate natives in, Veterinary matters, in the same 
way that they had been educated in human medi- 
cine. The scheme wasa bold one, and many a 
stronger heart than his would have quailed at the 
almost hopeless task before*® him, for the educated 
native of India does not possess that love for ani- 
mals, and those special qualities which are essential 
to a veterinary practitioner. Steel never wavered ; 
a College was established in Bombay, and he set to 
work with that indomitable energy so characteristic 
of the man. 


Previous to this he went to Burmah to investigate 
a mysterious disease occuring amongst mules, atten- 
ded by 100°/, mortality, he recognised the disease as 
Surra, first described by Evans, and speedily accu- 
mulated sufficient evidence to warrant him in 
describing it as Relapsing Fever of Equines. His 
powers as an original investigator are here dis- 
played to the fullest extent, his clinical records and 
pathclogical descriptions are models of accuracy 
and painstaking observation. He was engaged 
shortly before his death in the production of a work 
on * Relapsing Fever,” which it is to be boped, for 
the sake of Science, may yet see the light of day. 


His College work in Bombay was attended by 
severe mental and physical exertion, he lived in a 
most unhealthy place (the spot chosen for the Col- 
lege buildings), his staff, or those connected with 
it, sickened and died, but Steel held to his post; 
he had to train men who knew nothing of the 
habits of animals, to fight against a vile climate, 
to establish a hospital and museum, to do the work 
of three or four lecturers, to conduct the Quarterly 


Journal, whichstill appeared. to investigate outbreaks 


of cattle disease, to interest himself in local scientific 
societies and public institutions, in fact to do what 
everyone who saw him knew was impossible, and 
could only terminate in a break-down. 


The time soon arrived. Two years after he 


started the College his robust health gave way, an 
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profession he sets to its younger members an ex. 
ample which, excepting so far as neglecting their 
health, they would do well to follow. He has left 
the footprints” behind him, the construction of 
which has cost him his life. and left us wiser but 
sadder men. 
‘“ Footprints that perhaps another, 
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing. may take heart again.” 


abscess formed in his liver, but he would listen 
neither to friends nor doctors; he would not go 
home as there was no one to take his place, and in 
misery he slaved on; at last relief came, a locum 
tenens was found, and Steel returned to this country 
in 1888, shattered in health. but unshaken in spirit 
and determination. The hepatic abscess pointed 
externally, and Steel’s life was spared ; he bore his 
sufferings all this time in that calm, uncomplaining 
manner and with that patience which only his per- 
sonal friends can appreciate. He wrote part of his 
“ Dog ” book. collected and wrote portions of his 
“ Sheep ” book, and put together “ Notes on Diseases 
of the Camel,” whilst lying on his back with the 
abscess discharging. This, no doubt, retarded his 
recovery, but he would not be advised, work was 
essential to his existence, he could not live without it, 
‘Life is real! Life is earnest!” 
was always before him. 

He returned to India with the abscess just 
healed, against the advice of all his friends, and 
took up his duties on arrival. During his few 
months absence his locum tenens sickened, and died 
shortly after his return. Steel felt the loss acutely, 
but he never swerved from his duty, he cut himself 
off from wife and family, and surrendered himself 
entirely to the work of the School, and advancing 
Veterinary Science in India. The University of 
Bombay, appreciating his good work, elected him a 
Fellow of the University with a seat on the Senate, 
a distinction he highly prized; he was also 
elected Justice of the Peace for Bombay, and took a 
— part in the Educational Conference at 

elhi, where he created a most favourable and 
lasting impression in announcing his views on the 
veterinary education of natives. 

During this time his books on the * Diseases of 
the Dog,” “ Elephant,” and more lately the “Sheep” 
appeared, and the last work to flow from his pen, 
which to our grief is now silent for ever. was the 
“ Diseases of the Camel.” 

Steel died in harness; as was expected a fresh 
abscess formed in his liver, he relied on his robust 
constitution to shake it off and weather the storm. 
he would not give up work, never complained, and 
stoutly resisted all attempts to persuade him to 
return home; his work was there, and to it he 
remained to the last. The last Editorial he ever 
wrote he heads “ Cui Bono,” its first paragraph is 
almost prophetic, and to his friends painful in the 
extreme. 

Poor Steel’s latter days were full of misery ; cut 
off by some thousands of miles from those he loved 
best, steadily going down hill he faced death like a 
hero. The calm manner in which he arranged his last 
affairs in this world excite our admiration. Though 
in grief at his irreparable loss we have still a con- 
solation in knowing that he died at his post like a 

true soldier, and sacrificed his best energies in the 
interest of the profession he loved so well. 

His life is a noble example of self-sacrifice, hard 
work, and unremunerative toil. His place can 
never be filled, and his death has created a wound 
in the heart of his friends, which time alone can 
heal. As one of the brightest ornaments in our 


HOM@OPATHY, TUBERCULOSIS, AND 
ANTI-SEPTICS. 
Dear Epiror, 

It is now sometime since I troubled you with any 
communications, your issue of the 24th instant, however, 
contains two separate articles, on each of which I should 
like to offer a few observations: the first is one of your 
own “ Notes,” the second an article from the pen of Mr. 
J. Atkinson, F.R.C.V.S. 

Referring to your Editorial Note on the subject of 
Professor Koch’s assumed cure for tuberculosis, you are 
pleased to offer your opinion on a matter upon which 
you are, only too evidently, lamentably ignorant. If you 
believe what you write, really, you ought to be a subject 
of the Czar of Russia, under whose benign government the 
condign punishment which you would administer to the 
firm in London, who would be presumptuous enough to 
make a somewhat similar preparation to Koch’s, before 
Koch discovered it, might be inflicted with due precision 
and effect. 

But, Mr. Editor, before you venture in future to con- 
demn with scornful sarcasm the “ crowd of mediocrities” 
‘who have been unfortunate enough to anticipate your 
pet scientist in his last discovery, permit me to suggest 
that as a journalist it becomes you to keep abreast of 
the times (not the newspaper of that name) and be quite 
certain that you are not treading on the toes of those 
who could, if they liked, sit upon you with crushing 
effect. I will now give you a few facts, but I presume 
as they emanate from a “ homeupathic ”’ source, it will be 
very much like a red rag to a bull, and serve only to ren- 
der you more irate than ever: that I cannot help, but 
only hope they (the facts) will serve to make you more 
cautious how you approach a subject you have not pre- 
viously mastered, on another occasion. 

Without criticising the somewhat imperfect grammati- 
cal construction of the quotation, here follows the por- 
tion of the Note which calls for remark ; “ Some firm in 
London think they anticipated Koch by selling dried and 
pulverised tuberculous matter. They claim this is om 
homceopathiec principles. If their statement be true, and 
they have really sold'the dried germs of disease, surely 
there is some law to prevent their doing so again, and, 
we hope, some law to punish them for such conduct.’ 
Really, Mr. Editor, this is too too ! Pray why not punish 
Koch for using precisely the same agent, his being 4 
much more potent and dangerous preparation ? If our 
London firm deserves punishing with stripes, K 
richly deserves the scorpions! But after all, dear 
Editor, make a clean breast of it, and confess that 
chief sin in your highly moral estimate lies in the fact 
that the London firm is a firm of homeopathic chemists, 
and in order to keep nothing back, tell your a 
plainly that the firm is that of Messrs. Gould & Son, ° 
59 Moorgate Street, E.C. aie 

I presume you are not simple enough to imagine that 
this old established and highly respectable firm 
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druggists undertook to prepare and dispense a thera- 
peutic agent consisting of the virus of tuberculosis merely 
as quack medicine vendors. If you can exercise such a 
stretch of the imagination, allow me to correct the error. 

If you would like to know who was the first to intro- 
duce “Tuberculinum”’ as a therapeutic agent to the 

rofessional world, I will tell you: it was Dr. Shaw, of 

ew York, U.S. More recently, during the last s:x or 
seven years, this agent has been used in a large number 
of cases, with marked success, by Dr. J. Compton Bur- 
nett, of London, and I refer you to a work from the pen 


of this eminent physician, which has just been published, 
attended its adoption. 


entitled “Five Years’ Experience in the New Cwre of 
Consumption by its own Virus.’ Of course I am well 
aware that you will not improbably class Dr. Burnett 
among your “crowd of mediocrities” nevertheless you 
will find the book eminently readable: there is always 
a freshness of style about this author’s productions 
which lends an exceptional interest to his writings. The 
limits of a letter do not permit the full discussion of a 
subject like this, moreover, Dr. Burnett’s work is far 
more to the point than anything | can attempt to say in 
defence of the fact that there those among professional 
practitioners of medicine who have anticipated Koch in 
his remedy for tuberculosis: no doubt this statement 
‘will suggest itself to your editorial mind as being too 


ridiculous for consideration ; be that, however, as it may, | 
I merely ask you, in justice to yourself and the subject, | present existing among eminent and illustrious bacteri- 


to postpone further judgment until you have carefully 


bacilli. Dr. Roussel, of Paris, seems to have formed the 
opinion that to combat phthisis it was only necessary to 
attack the microbes ; with this object in view he pre- 
scribed the injection of a 20 per cent. mixture of 
Ewalyptol and Thymol in sterilised olive oil; full 
details of the experiments, which lasted over a year, 
appeared in one of the November issues of The Lancet. 
Some success followed these experiments, but the fre- 
quency and regularity necessary to be observed in the 
administration of the injections over a period of many 
months renders such treatment impracticable among the 
lower animals, even though a decidedly marked success 
1 should be sorry to shake Mr. 
Atkinson’s faith in the efficacy of certain drugs which 
are credited with the power «of destroying germs in 
wounds: if he refers to the use of the carbolic spray 
which for a certain period was relied upon in surgical 
operations, I would refer him to the proceedings of the 
International Medical Congress, held last year at Ber- 
lin, where Sir Joseph Lister admitted that it was a. 
failure ; that the spray does not destroy microbes in 
the air, and that not infrequently the patients on whom 
it was employed suffered toxic effects. 

In conclusion I beg to submit to Mr. Atkinson that 
permanently good results are far more likely to accrue 
from the earnest and intelligent study of pathogenesy 
and therapeutics than in following up the craze at 


ologists ; for bacterioiogists, like editors, are almost all 


t 

- digested Dr. Burnett’s extremely interesting brochure ; | eminent and illustrious.—Yours truly, 

hich the same remark applying to all of your readers who may J. SurcnirreE HuRNDALL, M.R.C.V.S. 
you perchance take an interest in the subject. Blackheath, Jan, 28th, 1891. 

ject The question that thereafter presents itself to the Ww 1 lad of ‘cation f M 
“the enquiring mind is, whether the administration of Tuber- | “hi 
the culinum for the cure of tuberculosis is worthy of con- Hurndal Sgoew? wong “We. im that it will never have any 
ste sideration. In answering this question you cannot | "ed Tag’’ action. We confess to great ignorance on 
evade the unpalateable fact that while Koch’s injections | 
Se very frequently develop in their victims violent effects, | certainly did not know that “Tubercalinum ” was a 


which have i i f 
similar preparation to that of Professor Koch. We 


: one authentic case of cure has been published; in : 
a? contradistinction to which Dr. Burnett Niesishes fifty- know that Koch devoted sixteen years to a careful study 
aie four cases of cure with the remedy “ Tuberculinum ” of tuberculosis, and that his fluid does not contain any 
aa which in the form of preparation used by him is at all | ™S#2isms capable of producing the disease. We never 
"of times harmless to the patient. To the unbiassed mind heard that Messrs. Gould devoted sixteen minutes to 
ite these facts speak for themselves, even though their pathological investigation, but we did hear that their 
i revelation devolves upon one or two out of a “crowd of | Ppeparation contained “the virus of tuberculosis 
( mediocrities.” which is supposed to be dangerous. We refrain from 
oe And now, by your gracious permission, for a few words | ®2Y comparison between Dr. Koch and Dr. Burnett, 
he upon the subject of Mr. Atkinson’s a Deis * As ti-septic because their work has not been done under quite 
"4 Medicine” ; I would like to inform Mr. y Ae that parallel circumstances, but the fact that Koch has 
A while agreeing with him as to the impracticability of claimed no cures, whilst Dr, Burnett claims fifty-four, is 
“s administering any drug or remedial agent to a living to us very weighty evidence in favour of the former.— 
nn animal in a form capable of destroying the germs or Ba 
to certain forms of disease without 
‘% uring the subject of the disease, yet I fully believe— 
“ and commend the matter to Mr. PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE, 
in tion and investigation—that there are drugs and reme- | DEAR Srr, 
nd dial agents capable of acting upon the general system of | _ AS @ young member of the veterinary profession L 
m a diseased subject in such a way as to render the un- | should be glad to know whether it is usual and proper 
id healthy tissues an unsuitable habitation for the | for amy veterinary practitioner to canvass the members 
ly organism; and while the drug does not act so as to | of the Council or Loca) Authority for the post of Veter- 
d, earn the title- of a germicide it does act upon the inary Inspector under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
” diseased tissues in dynamic form, whereby the organism | Act—or any other such office—before the gentleman who 
h is deprived of its requisite nutriment, and in due course | 20W holds the office—although at present indisposed— 
. the organism is expelled from the system. has gent in his resignation /—Yours faithfully, 
“ Fcr proof, or rather evidence, of some such theory, I T. Jasper. 
h have only to refer Mr. Atkinson to the effect of Tuber- 
r ; culinum as hereinbefore related, and though this agent 
" : cannot be described pharmaceutically as an anti-septic, SALT ON THE STREETS. 
t 4 yet it evidently acts upon the bacillus of tuberculosis | SiR, 
, : which is ultimately destroyed and expelled, as I infer| Winter is still with us, and it is more than probable 
: from want of its required nutriment. If I understand | that we may have a recurrence of the severe weather 
f 4 rightly Koch does not claim that his injection destroys | which has prevailed lately ; at any rate there are sure to 
' the bacilli but the tissues morbidly affected by the! be many occasions when the state of the slippery streets 
t 
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‘in frosty weather, will, after snow, have to be dealt with. 


Attention has been called to the injurious effects pro- 
duced on horses by the pernicious habit which prevails 
of placing salt on the London streets to melt the snow. 

his was illustrated the other day when one of the 
surgeons was driving in the neighbourhood of Charing 
Cross : he saw a horse fall, and the wheel of an omnibus 
passed over its leg, cutting through the arteries and 


nearly severing its foot. Had he not gone at once to the - 


rescue, the poor animal must have bled to me ¥ ina 
few minutes. On examining its feet he foundythem 
so numbed, as to be absolutely without feeling. This 
was due entirely to the excessively low temperature pro- 
duced by the mixture of salt and snow. 

We write this in the hope of calling the attention of 
the Authorities and the general public to the cruelty and 
inefficiency of such a mode of treatment, and, trusting 
that it may not be used on our next visitation of snow 
and frost,—We are, Sir, yours, etc., 

THe CoMMITTEE OF THE ANIMALS’ INSTITUTE. 

The Animals’ Institute, 

9 Kinnerton St., Wilton Plhee, 8.W. 


ETIQUETTE. 
Sir, 


In reading The Record last Saturday I was very pleased 
to see the very able writing on professional etiquette by 
Mr. Rogers, and consider he deserves the thanks of 
many in the profession for his courage in bringing to 
light the petty meanness of some of the leading lights 
ot the profession, for 1 feel sure there are uot a few 
who have met with the same treatment from the hands 
of those from whom we hoped better things, and who 
ought to be above such ungentlemanly conduct. The 
world is sufficiency large for all, and it is every man’s 
right to live; then how very small must be the mind of 
those who try by such means to injure a brother prac- 
titioner. I can endorse all Mr. Rogers states, having 
suffered the same treatment for years, and it has often 
puzzled me how a practitioner, when called in for a 
second «pinion, can have the impertinence and conceit 
to tell «. cl ent that the veterinary surgeon attending 
the anim.i us been treating it wrongly, when he does 
not know your treatment. 

Iadmire Mr. Rogers in saying he does not quarrel 
with such, and I have long since followed his sug- 
gestion—“ Be fair to the fair, and as fair as they deserve 
to the false,’ but, on the other hand, I know many 
gentlemen in the profession who have a soul above such 
unprofessional conduct, who would scorn to do so mean 
an action to a brother practitioner, whom one can 
always feel the greatest pleasure in meeting, and to 
whom one can give the right hand of fellowship. 

“ This above all, to thine own self be true.’’ 
A. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres: 
Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq.. M.p., B.sc., L.v.sc. 
Off. Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, g.n.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coil. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. T. Greaves, ¥.R.c.v.s., Knott Mill, Manchester. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, M.R.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucurta V.M.A, 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.xc.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


| Centrat V.M.S. 
| Pres: Mr. F. G. Samson, M.B.c.v.8., 
. Upper Green, Mitcham, Surrey. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sidney Villar, F.x.c.v.s., Harrow-on-the-Hi 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, at 7 p.m, 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

| Pres: Mr. E. J. Kitchin, m.r.c.v.s., Norwich. 

| Hon. Sec: Mr. R. 8. Barcham, M.Rk.c.v.s., North Walsham. 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, Feb. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.n.c.v.s., 12 North-circular-road, Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, .8.¢.Vv.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Leather, F.n.c.v.s., Tariff-street, Liverpool. 
Hon. Sec : Mr. G. Gartside Mayor, F.B.c.v.s., 
Kirkham, nr. Preston. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincotnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. ¥. L. Gooch, F.n.c.v.s., Stamford, Lincolnshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.x.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipuanp Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.8.c.v.s. 17 Church Lane, London,E. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., 

Holiday-street Wharf, Birmingham. 

Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. 
Nationa VEtr. AssocraTIon. 

Pres: Prof. J. W. Axe, R. V. Coll., Camden Town, N.W. 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. ¥F. Wragg, F.8.C.¥.8., 

17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 


NortH or Enewanp V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. A. Hunter, ¥.8.c.v.s., 
16 Albany Terrace, Whitley, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, m.R.c.v.s., 


2 Holly Avenue, Killingworth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Roya, Countries V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Wilson, r.2.c.v.s., Berkhampstead, Herts. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.2.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Scorrisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.r.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.r.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat Verertnary M.A. 
Pres: Prof. J. Penberthy. 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. Macqueen. 


Scorrish Merropouitan V.M.S8. 
Pres: Mr. H. Thompson, ».x.c.v.s., Aspatria, Cumberland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Rutherford, .r.c.v.s., 
12 Bread Street, Edinburgh 


Sours DurHam anp Yorxsurre V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. T. Pickering, r.x.c.v.s., Monk Bar, York. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, m.r.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June. Sept. and Dec. 


SovurHERN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. F. Raymond, F.R.c.v.s., A.V.D., : 
P. House, Woolwich. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, 
79 Anerley Road, London, §.E. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. P. Heath, m.n.c.v.s., Southernhay, Exeter. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Penhale, r.x.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devon. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


WEst oF Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Robinson, F.R.c.v.s., 
37 West Burn-street, Greenock, N.B. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. James Weir. 


YorxsurreE V.M.A. 
Pres : Mr. T. C. Toope, m.n.c.v.s., Knaresborough. 
Hon. Sec: W. F. Greenhalgh, u.n.c.v.s., Hunslet, Leeds. 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 
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